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‘< FEATURED SOCIAL MEDIA ‘< NEWS IN BRIEF 


An article on student preacher Slavik 
Chiley, who’s also a Hornet Shuttle driv- 
er, ignited a slew of comments on Oct. 

4. Bridie Carinci commented that Chiley 
“should NOT be driving around stu- 


dents” as this is “a safety concern.” Follow us at Face- 


NORCAL FIRES: Fires burnt more than 100,000 
acres in Northern California and have resulted in 
11 deaths and evacuations of more than 20,000 
residents as of press time. The city of Santa Rosa 
in Sonoma County has seen the most damage 
with some extending to areas in Napa and Men- 
docino County. If you or someone you know 

has been affected by the fire, please contact The 
State Hornet at news@statehornet.com or on 
any of our social media channels. 





book.com/StateHornet for more campus updates. 


Current Sacramento State students 
Chris, Rosa Barrientos, Everardo 
Chavez and English professor Jesus 
Limon shared their hopes, fears and 
experiences as DACA recipients in exclu- 
sive video interviews for our Faces of DACA feature. 
Watch them at You Tube.com/StateHornet 





PENCE AND CLINTON: Vice President Mike 
Pence and former presidential candidate Hillary 
Clinton both visited the Sacramento area Mon- 
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While wearing her famous mask, Guer- 
rilla Girls founder Kathe Kollwitz gave 

a lecture in the University Union Ball- 
room on Oct. 5 about her group’s style of 
activism and strategies since its inception 
in 1985. Follow us @StateHornet for live updates of 
similar campus events. 


day. Pence visited a Rancho Cordova manufac- 
turing company with House Majority Leader 
Kevin McCarthy and talked about prospective 
tax reform, while Clinton spoke at the Mondavi 
Center in Davis about her new memoir, “What 
Happened,” surrounding the events of her cam- 
paign in the 2016 election. 


To stay up to date with news, 
go to statehornet.com/news 





FACULTY ADVISER CORRECTIONS 

Stu VanAirsdale 

stvcsus@gmail.com 

ADVERTISING In Volume 72, Issue 6 of The State Hornet, the following 
INQUIRIES correction 1s listed: | 


ads@statehornet.com 
On page 9, the photograph is attriuted to Matthew Nobert. In 
fact, it was taken by Will Moon. 


We regret this error. 


ALL VIEWS EXPRESSED HEREIN ARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE STATE HORNET AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE VIEWS OF THE SACRAMENTO STATE 
JOURNALISM PROGRAM, THE COMMUNICATIONS STUDIES DEPARTMENT, ADMINISTRATION, STUDENT BODY OR SQE UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED. THE STATE 
HORNET IS COPYRIGHTED AND CANNOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR PART WITHOUT THE EXPRESS PERMISSION OF THE STATE HORNET. READERS WHO 
NOTICE AN ERROR IN THE STATE HORNET MAY SEND CORRECTIONS TO EDITOR@STATEHORNET.COM. FOR ADVERTISING INQUIRIES, PLEASE CONTACT ADS@ 
STATEHORNET.COM 
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esy of Aristide Rwigara 


Sac State alumna jailed after attempting presidential run in Rwanda 


By Claire Morgan // @jemapelleclaire 
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Sacramento State alumna Diane Rwigara announced her plans to run for president of Rwanda in May. Shortly after her announcement, supposed nude photos of Rwigara were released 
in what her supporters say was a smear campaign. Rwigara was jailed on charges of tax evasion, forgery and insurrection after her petition to appear on the ballot was thrown out. 


acramento State alumna 
Diane Shima Rwigara 
was arrested in Rwanda 
on charges of tax eva- 
sion, forgery and _ incit- 





ing “insurrection” after 
she attempted to run against Paul 
Kagame in the presidential elec- 
tion earlier this year. 

Rwigara attended Sac State 
from 2002 to 2004 and obtained 
her degree in business adminis- 
tration with a focus in finance, 
according to the Sac State Reg- 
istrar’s Office. She was also a 
member of the African Students 
Association. 

Rwigara, her mother and her 
sister were arrested together on 
charges of tax evasion on Sept. 
23, according to a press release 
made by the Rwanda National 
Police. 

“The decision to arrest was in 
addition to the behavior of the 
suspects during preliminary inves- 
tigations, particularly their consis- 
tent refusal to cooperate with the 
police and publicly revealing in- 
formation that is, by law, supposed 
to be confidential,” the release 
said. 

Rwigara’s 


Aristide 


brother, 


Rwigara, said that he believes the 
charges have been fabricated to 
punish her for challenging Kag- 
ame, who has been the president 
of Rwanda for 17 years. 

Kagame came to power as the 
leader of the Rwandan Patriotic 
Front after the Rwandan geno- 
cide.. After bemg president for 
five years, Kagame amended the 
Rwandan constitution to remove 
term limits. He won the Aug. 4 
election with 99 percent of the 
votes. 

“All of these charges are made 
up and are totally false, and my 
family is being punished because 
Diane challenged the regime,” 
Aristide said. 

Rwigara’s family has a history 
of criticizing the Rwandan govy- 
ernment. Her father was a prom- 
inent Rwandan businessman who 
openly opposed the lack of private 
independent businesses in Rwan- 
da, according to Aristide. He died 
in 2015 in a car crash. 

In May, Rwigara announced 
her plans to run for president. 
Her campaign was unique, Aris- 
tide said, because she is the only 
who has 


Rwandan politician 


openly challenged Kagame. 


“She wanted to promote 
free speech since there is no free 
speech in Rwanda,” Aristide said. 
“She also wanted to promote the 
right for people to exist politically 
— to be able to express themselves 
— to participate in their own gov- 
ernment and be full citizens in- 
stead of prisoners of the state.” 

Kagame, and Rwanda as a 
whole, have had multiple human 
rights violations alleged against 
it. Most recently, worldwide non- 
profit organization Human Rights 
Watch released a report detail- 
ing torture methods used by the 
Rwandan military during inter- 
rogations, which include beatings, 
asphyxiation, electric shock treat- 
ment and mock executions. 

Shortly after her announce- 
ment of intent to run for presi- 
dent, supposed nude photos of 
Rwigara spread through social 
media and the popular messaging 
app, WhatsApp. Aristide claims 
the photos are doctored and were 
made to diminish her impact as a 
candidate. 

In order to be eligible to run 
for president, Rwigara needed a 
certain amount of signatures from 
constituents. According to Aris- 


tide, she had more than twice the 
amount of necessary signatures 
but was disqualified from the elec- 
tion after being accused of forging 
the signatures of deceased people. 

According to a press release 
from the Rwanda National Po- 
lice, officers searched the Rwigara 
home on Aug. 29 as part of two 
investigations into allegations of 
tax evasion and forgery. 

Aristide, who lives in the Unit- 
ed States, heard from neighbors 
who say the investigation turned 
violent when his mother, two sis- 
ters and two brothers were shack- 
led while waiting for police to fin- 
ish their investigation. 

“Reports that (the Rwigara 
family) were arrested are untrue 
and misleading,” said Assistant 
Commissioner Theos Badegein 
the press release. “Police (are) in- 
vestigating two cases; one is relat- 
ed to forgery, and another is on 
tax evasion. The search was in 
that line.” 

Aristide also said that the po- 
lice confiscated all family mem- 
bers’ phones, computers, cash and 
personal identification. 

“Tf they really were conducting 
a tax evasion investigation, they 


would never go about it in such 
a brutal, violent way and arrest 
everyone in the family,” Aristide 
said. “This was retaliation for my 
sister to dare run for the presiden- 
cy and to speak out and expose 
them to the world.” 

On Sept. 4, Rwanda National 
Police tweeted that they had ap- 
plied a warrant to be brought by 
force to the Criminal Investiga- 
tion Department. ‘They tweeted 
13 hours later that the family had 
been escorted home by the police. 

A press release made by Aris- 
tide and Raymond Kayitare on 
Rwigara’s official Facebook page 
claimed that the action was “a 
staged (and) forced entry” and was 
“a total deceitful way used to cov- 
er up an illegal detention that the 
family had been subject to.” 

Rwigara and her family’s trial 
started on Oct. 6. 

According to Aristide, Rwigara 
and her family were not given ad- 
equate time to strategize-with her 
lawyer. A tweet from Rwigara said 
the family’s lawyer requested that 
the hearing be adjourned in order 


to have more time to prepare for 
the trial. 
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‘To have a truly integrated society, ultimately men and 
women must do the nght thing — not merely because the 


law says ut, but because 1t’s natural and it’s right’ 
— Martin Luther King Fr, at Sacramento State, 1967 





AT SAC STATE: 
J0 YEARS LATER 





Ashley Nanfria 
@AshuhleeeLynn 





im v0 Oct. 16, 1967, more than 7,000 
| 9 people gathered on the grass field 
@ at Sacramento State’s soccer field 
fee and watched as civil rights leader 
Be Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. gave his 
thoughts on what the future of the 
civil rights movement would look like. 

Sac State will celebrate the 50th anniver- 
sary Monday with a full day of events, all 
meant to teach attendees about the legacy of 
King’s work and the day he came to speak at 
the university. 

King first rose to prominence as a leader 
from his writing and speaking on behalf of 
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black communities in the south where seg- 
regationist laws were most heavily enforced. 

He helped lead over 200,000 people in 
the March on Washington, where he gave 
his most famous speech on the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial, commonly referred to as 
the “I Have a Dream” speech. 

Within one year, the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 was written into law by President Lyn- 
don Johnson, setting in motion the end of 
segregational law in the United States. 

Dr. King gave his speech to the crowd, 
touching on his main ideas of equality, re- 
spect and civil liberties; ideas that King pas- 
sionately advocated for throughout the Civil 
Rights Movement. 

“We still have a long, long way to go be- 
fore the problem of racial justice is solved 


www.StateHornet.com 


~ 








“Large segments of white society are more 
concerned about tranquility and the status quo 
than about justice, humanity and equality.” 


- Martin Luther King Jr. 
Cwil rights leader 





in our nation,” said King in his 
speech. 

“Large segments of white so- 
ciety are more concerned about 
tranquility and the status quo 
than humanity 
and equality,” he said to roaring 


about justice, 


approval. 

King would be assassinated in 
Memphis, ‘Tennessee six months 
later on April 4, 1968, at the age 
of 39. King had been in Mem- 
phis working with and leading 
sanitation employees who were 
on strike. 

At the time of his speech, 
rights movements were still con- 
tentious; the “Long Hot Summer 
of 1967” featured 159 recorded 
race riots, during which nearly 
100 people died and over 11,000 
others were arrested. 

King reflected on the riots, 
particularly the 12th Street Riot 
in Detroit in July, imploring the 
values of nonviolent resistance in 
protest. 

“Nonviolence «in a militant, 
powerful expression is the most 
potent weapon available to a black 
man in his struggle for freedom in 
human dignity,” King said. 

In a 1970 visit, King’s father, 
Martin Luther King Sr. echoed 
that sentiment. 

“You don’t win anything in vi- 
olence,” the elder King said. 

King is not the only notable 
visitor that came to Sac State in 
the 1960s — Eldridge Cleaver, an 
early leader of the Black Panther 
Party, also gave a speech at Sac 
State in 1968 in which he chal- 
lenged then-California Governor 
Ronald Reagan to a duel and 
said, “Fuck you, Ronnie baby.” 

The Civil Rights Movement 
has been a significant topic in the 
country for decades. Dating back 
to 1954, the movement has made 
strides and encountered obstacles 
over the years. 


Today the country celebrates 
leaders of the civil rights move- 
ment, such as King, Rosa Parks, 
and Harriet Tubman, with statues 
and national holidays celebrating 
their efforts in the movement. 

King’s speech still resonates, 
as the United States has seen re- 
surgences of racial tension stem- 
ming from high-profile deaths 
of African-Americans lke ‘Tray- 
von Martin, Michael Brown and 
many others that helped to create 
and popularize the Black Lives 
Matter movement. 

This came decades after the 
first race riots in the 1970s and 
in 1992, after Rodney King was 
violently beaten on camera by 
four white police officers in South 
Central Los Angeles who were all 
subsequently acquitted. 

Between those two high-pro- 
file events, America elected its 
black Barack 


Obama, who served two terms 


first president, 
while receiving racist threats and 
questions of whether he was 
born in America, most notably by 
now-president Donald ‘lrump. 

King addressed the root of 
contention in civil rights as the 
imbalance of political and eco- 
nomic power among different rac- 
es; mainly that white Americans 
had a disproportionate amount 
of power over all minorities in the 
country and attempted to legislate 
change without truly addressing 
the real problem of race relations. 

“To have a truly integrated so- 
ciety, ultuzmately, men and women 
must do the right thing not mere- 
ly because the law says it, but be- 
cause it’s natural and it’s right,” 
King said. 

“White Americans must ulti- 
mately treat Negroes right, not 
because the law says it, but be- 
cause the Negro is his brother.” 
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“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere 
said King during his speech. 
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President George H.W. Bush signs Civil Rights 
Act of 1991, strengthening existing civil rights 
laws and providing for damages in cases of 
intentional employment discrimination. 
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€€ What civil rights progress 
S TAT - still needs to be made? ») 


“We still have a long, long way to go before the problem of racial 














justice is solved in our nation,” said Martin Luther King Jr. in his 
speech at Sacramento State in 1967. In honor of the 50th anniver- 


sary of his visit, we asked students about their thoughts on the Garrett Belme 


current status of civil rights. We want to hear yours too, so chime @T heStateHornet 


in using #SacStateSays on any social media platform. #Sa cS ta teSa YS 
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“There needs to be 


“| guess being able to We need to look 


look at each other as a society at more ee ——._-what Martin Luther King 
equally. Even though we of the underlying “Cauali th actually called for in 
EE nt ain till subconscious biases that "That's a really hard s quality oe rns his speech here at Sac 
have those stereoty es we tend to lean toward one. | really don’t ome people ae S a State, he called for 
i De wins a ... There’s still a lot of know, to be honest.” oa think t “3 political redistribution of 
ts Sil rect. 1 tac! things subconsciously needs to change as well. economic and _ 
eee i we do as a society to political power. | think 
Se nn sort of disenfranchise | that’s exactly what 
a lot of minorities and needs to happen.” 


being equal. that needs to change.” 


- Candice Mitchell - Harrison Anderson - Alejandro Franco - Nathalie Mendoza - Vince Villegas 
Ciwil engineering Business Criminal justice Women’s studies Soctology 
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WHITE NATIONALIST GROUP 
IDENTITY EVROPA TARGETS SAC 
STATE FOR ‘PROJECT SIEGE’ 


Sami Soto 


@itssamisoto 





Flyers and stickers displaying a 
turquoise and white triangle were 
found across campus recently in 
promotion of the white national- 
ist group, Identity Evropa. 

Mariana*, a Psychology major 
at Sac State, saw the flyers and 
stickers around campus on Oct. 
| and quickly took action, biking 
around campus and tearing them 
down. 

“T spoke to a couple different 
student organizations, includ- 
ing MECHA and Brown Issues, 
just letting them be aware that 
this,’ Mariana said. “Right now, 
students of color might be in 
danger.” 

Mariana said she was con- 
cerned because posting stickers 
or gluing posters around campus 
that belong to a campus organiza- 
tion that hasn’t been approved by 
Student Organizations and Lead- 
ership is a violation of university 
policy. She reported the postings 
to the Serna Center and the cam- 
pus police. | 

Identity Evropa was founded 
in 2016 by Nathan Damigo, a 
former student at California State 
University, Stanislaus. 

The group has attended sev- 
eral political forums, including 
the Berkeley protests in Febru- 
ary where anti- rump protesters 
and counter-protesters collided. 
A video of Damigo punching 
a 19-year-old counter-protester 
during the brawl went viral, lead- 
ing to his expulsion from CSU 
Stanislaus. 

Flyers have been located on 
campuses all around the country, 


including Arizona State Universi- 
ty, New York University and Ohio 
State University. The sudden spur 
of flyers is a part of the group’s 
recruitment push called ‘Project 
Siege.’ 

“T’ve seen these’ (postings) 
around campus,” said graph- 
ic design major Cheryl Padlan. 
“T think, regardless if they were 
posted with permission or not, 
they shouldn’t be up.” 

According to Identity Evropa’s 
website, the group has sent activ- 
ists to over two dozen schools to 
speak with students. The list does 
not currently include Sacramento 
State. 

Beth Lesen, the associate vice 
president of Student Affairs, says 
the school is aware of the flyers. 
A team of three to four adminis- 
trators walk around campus daily, 
taking down postings that have 
not been approved. 

“You can’t just put something 
up on a random wall --- that’s not 
cool to do,” Lesen said. 

Placing flyers around campus 
requires approval from Student 
Organizations and Leadership. 
SOAL does not look at the con- 
tent of the flyer as much as if the 
time, place and manner policy is 


being followed. 


Identity Evropa flyers have 
been seen around campus pre- 
viously, and though the team of 
administrators work diligently 
to monitor the campus postings, 
about 50 percent of postings on 
campus are illegal. 

Lesen advises that people who 
are concerned about the posters 
displayed around campus to re- 
port them to SOAL instead of 
taking them down themselves. Al- 
though students, including Mari- 


WHITE NATIONALIST PROPAGANDA FOUND ON CAMPUS 





Photos courtesy of Mariana* 


Identity Evropa propaganda materials were found at Sacramento State as a part of the #ProjectSiege social 
media campaign sponsored by the white supremacy group on Oct. 1. Mariana*, a Sac State student, found 


the stickers and removed them. 





“We'll be tearing them down no matter what ... There’s 
no room for hate speech, for white nationalism, for 
scaring students. There’s no room for that.” 


- Mariana 
Sacramento State student 





ana, will continue to stand against 
it. 

“We'll be tearing them down 
no matter what,” Mariana said. 
“There’s no room for hate speech, 
for white nationalism, for scaring 


students. There’s no room for 
that.” 

The State Hornet reached out 
to Identity Evropa for comment, 
but a response was not received as 
of press time. _ 


*Mariana asked that her 
last name not be published 
due to fear of retaliation 

Additional reporting by Barbara 
Harvey 
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Student athletes reflect on MLK 


50th anniversary of MLK 
speech at Sac State coincides 
with peaceful protests in NFL 


Angel Guerrero 
@AngelGuerrerooo 





Nearly 50 years ago, civil 
rights leader Martin Luther King 
Jr. didn’t just speak at Sacramento 
State — he urged approximately 
7,000 students to overcome rac- 
ism at the soccer field where the 
Alex Spanos Sports Complex 
stands today. 

“T don’t have to point out too 
many things here, we need only 
open our newspapers and turn on 
our television,” King said at Sac 
State on Oct. 16, 1967. “Day in 
and day out we are reminded that 
the problem (of racial inequality) 
is far from resolved.” 

After speaking to six Sac State 
student athletes, The State Hor- 
net learned that only one knew 
that King spoke on campus. How- 
ever, all six remain aware of his 
importance in American history. 

“Martin Luther King was one 
of the greatest leaders this coun- 
try has ever seen without a doubt 
in my mind,” said Dre ‘Terrell, the 
Hornets junior cornerback. “He 
basically paved the way of Black 
American history, just a tremen- 
dous leader that is still impactful 
today. Everything that he was 
preaching about, I can see how 
it is affecting us today still, sad to 
say.” 

King made numerous men- 
tions to racial inequality during 
his speech on campus, a topic that 
is still frequently spoken about 
today. 

“MLK was definitely a figure 


in history that’s definitely revered, 
especially in the African-Amer- 
ican community, but I just think 
in American history as a whole,” 
said Joseph Ajeigbe, the Hornets 
graduate transfer running back. 
“Especially now with the division 
that is going on in our country. 

“T think if we just go back to 
that and try to unify the nation — 
and stop looking at people for the 
color of their skin but the content 
of their character —— I think we’ll 
be able to kind of heal some of 
these divisions that are going on 
inthe nation.” 

These divisions have carried 
over to the world of sports, as 
hundreds of NFL players have 
chosen to kneel during the na- 
tional anthem to protest police 
brutality and injustices that peo- 
ple of color deal with in America 
today. These demonstrations were 
initially sparked by former San 
Francisco 49ers quarterback Col- 
in Kaepernick and have reached 
a point where Vice President 
Mike Pence left a football game 
between the 49ers and Indianap- 
olis Colts because of the protests 
on Sunday. 

“They’re just doing their part, 
man,” said Isiah Hennie, the Hor- 
nets senior receiver. “When (you 
have) a platform, you use it, and I 
like what they’re doing, especially 
that the owners jumped on board. 
They don’t like being told what to 
do, (and) I think what everyone’s 
doing is they’re doing their part to 
make sure people get equal rights 
— actual, equal rights around the 
country.” 
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Civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr., center right, delivered a speech about racial inequality in front of 
approximately 7,000 students at Sacramento State College, now named Sacramento State, on Oct. 16, 1967. 


Sac State senior setter Kenne- 
dy Kurtz said she believes a differ- 
ent outlet could be better utilized 
by athletes. The demonstrations 
from some players has perhaps 
turned from battling against ra- 
cial inequality to arguing against 
President Donald ‘Trump due to 
his harsh remarks to athletes in 
the NFL, she said. 

“You know, as an athlete my- 
self, ’ve had a lot of my grand- 
parents and a lot of my uncles 
and aunts and cousins in the 
military, so me personally, I will 
always stand for the anthem,” 
Kurtz said. “I think that what 
Colin Kaepernick started was a 
good idea in a sense that was a 
great platform in which he used. 

“But I think that now the me- 
dia has taken over it, and I think 
it’s turned from, ‘OK, let’s protest 
for police brutality,’ and ‘Let’s 
protest against this’ to, ‘OK, now 
we’re making a political state- 


ment in the sense of it’s turning 
to (President) Trump and directed 
to Trump and directed towards 
his comments,’ and I feel like the 
whole entire protest itself is not 
taking the right direction because 
the media (have) kind of twisted 
| 

Her teammate, junior middle 
blocker Brie Gathright, said she’s 
on the fence about the matter. 
However, she understands and 
respects both points of view and 
said she will still proudly put her 
hand on her heart during the 
anthem. 

“T don’t have a problem with 
the pro athletes taking a kneel be- 
cause it’s not that they’re trying 
to be unpatriotic, I just believe 
they’re standing for something 
that is a problem for the US.,” 
Gathright said. “I just think it’s a 
big issue, and I just hope, as time 
flows, we'll be able to overcome 
aE 


In an effort to honor King’s 
50th anniversary and to keep 
awareness of the issues he 
preached against on campus, Sac 
State will host a “March for Em- 
pathy” starting from the Universi- 
ty Union to Hornet Stadium at | 
p.m. on Oct. 16, and people have 
taken notice. 

“MLK is one of the most his- 
torical civil rights leaders of all 
time, and, so that being said, me 
being an African-American male, 
that’s important, and if we have a 
rally or do anything, I’m going to 
be at the forefront because that’s 
a big deal,” Hennie said. “Espe- 
cially what’s going on right now, 
it seems like a lot of stuff is trying 
to be divisive, but our locker room 
has stayed together, and I’m going 
to do my part and have my politi- 
cal views, and I just think that’s a 
big deal.” 

Additional reporting by Will Moon, 
Shaun Holkko and Carlo Marzan 
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— Social media a tricky game for athletes 
Sac State student athletes approach social media differently 


Shaun Holkko 
@HOLKKO23 


Like many millennials, the ma- 
jority of student athletes at Sac- 
ramento State most likely have a 
number of social media accounts 
to keep up with friends, family and 
the world around them. 

However, one bad tweet or post 
can ruin a young player’s career. 
Joey Casselberry, a former baseball 
player at Bloomsburg University, is 
a prime example of what not to do. 
He was dismissed from the univer- 
sity after making controversial re- 
marks on his Twitter account about 
Little League Baseball star pitcher 
Mo’ne Davis in 2015. 

One tweet can erase everything 
an athlete worked for in sports. For 
the athletes at Sac State, it is no 
different. 

“Not only are you representing 
yourself, but your team and your 





“If you were to tweet something negative about somebody, it 
will look bad on you, your team and your university. You just want 
to make sure you are mindful of what you put out there.” 


- Justin Strings 
Sac State men’s basketball player 





university as a whole,” said Justin 
Strings, the Hornets basketball 
team senior forward. “If you were 
to tweet something negative about 
somebody, it will look bad on you, 
your team and your university. You 
just want to make sure you are 
mindful of what you put out there.” 

Being conscious of what you 
post on social media is something 
the media relations department at 
Sac State instills into its athletes at 
the beginning of each season. 

“We always have a meeting 
about it at the beginning of camp 
with the person in charge of our 
social media accounts to stay away 
from it, and if you are using it, use it 


carefully and wisely,” said Dre ‘Ter- 


rell, the Hornets junior cornerback.. 


However, social media can have 
their positives, as members of the 
football team learned over the sum- 
mer after they went bowling. Sac 
State junior safety Mister Harriel 
took the opportunity to post a vid- 
eo of himself performing a trick 
shot on his Instagram account. He 
reenacted Kyrie Irving’s famous 
euro step, finishing with a behind- 
the-back throw that landed a strike. 
The video instantly went viral, gar- 
nering over 7,000 views and 700 
likes just on his personal account, 
not including the numerous reposts. 

“Tt was pretty amazing,” Harri- 


el said after his video was reposted 
by Bleacher Report, a sports news 
website. “It’s pretty funny how my 
name blew up in just 10 minutes 
really. It was a good experience, but 
I didn’t let it get to my head.” 

The effects of social media re- 
ally come down to how you use 
them. If you tweet any thought that 
comes to mind, it might come back 
to bite you later. Cardale Jones of 
the Los Angeles Chargers, by way 
of Ohio State, is one example. 

“T think (social media) is a good 
platform,” Sac State senior setter 
Kennedy Kurtz said. “There’s just 
been way too many instances like 


the Ohio State OB tweeting ‘I don’t 


go to school to get grades, I go to 
school to play football.’ 

“T just want to make sure, what- 
ever I post, my grandma and mom 
are OK with seeing it.” 

However, Terrell said he takes a 
different stance with social media, 
which is to just avoid it, for the most 
part. 

“Personally, I don’t use (social 
media),” ‘Terrell said. “I try to stay 
off it. I don’t feel like anything good 
comes from it. I just try to stay away 
from it, nothing but drama.” 

In 2017, the wrong tweet can 
become a screenshot and live forev- 
er, even after being deleted within 
seconds. But most athletes agree, it 
can be used responsibly. 

“T use social media to stay in- 
formed and to be entertained,” 
Strings said. “I try not to take ev- 
erything too seriously or close to 
heart. If you use social media the 
proper way, it can be beneficial to 


93 


you. 
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Sacramento State senior setter Kennedy Kurtz celebrates with teammates after a kill by senior outside hitter Shannon Boyle in set five against North Dakota Oct. 5 at Colberg Court. After 





defeating North Dakota, Sac State won against Northern Colorado on Oct. 7 to establish an undefeated 6-0 record in the Big Sky Conference. 





Thomas Frey 
@ThomasFreyRP 





After taking down reigning Big 
Sky Conference champion North 
Dakota on Oct. 5 and Northern 
Colorado on Oct. 7, the Sac- 
ramento State volleyball team 
improved to 6-0 in conference 
competition. 

With 10 games remaining on 
the Big Sky schedule, Sac State is 
showing its seasoned leadership 
with six of the teams’ seven start- 
ers either being juniors or seniors. 

Aside from North Dakota (25- 
20, 24-26, 25-15, 22-25, 15-12), 
the Hornets have finished off their 
five other opponents in four sets 
or less, including four sweeps. Sac 
State (15-7, 6-0 Big Sky) is now in 
sole possession of first place in the 
conference and is the frontrunner 


to host the Big Sky Conference 
‘Tournament from Nov. 16-18. 

“It’s really exciting,” said Mi- 
kaela Nocetti, the Hornets junior 
outside hitter. “One of our main 
goals this year is to host confer- 
ence, and we know we have to do 
well in every single game that we 
play.” 

The Hornets hold a two-game 
lead over North Dakota and could 
win the tiebreaker to host the con- 
ference tournament if the teams 
finish the regular season with the 
same record. 

“lo be honest, I think the con- 
ference tournament is going to be 
(in Sacramento),” said Mark Pry- 
or, North Dakota’s head coach. 
“I think (Sac State) is going to 
win it. It’s only a third of the way 
through, but nght now, they’re 
playing at a high level and playing 


with more passion.” 


Since taking an | 1-day trip to 
China in June to play five matches, 
the Hornets have been together al- 
most non-stop. 

It’s also helped having a dif- 
ficult, schedule, 
which included games against 
BYU, Missouri and Boise State. 
Sac State cruised through the first 
four games of conference play be- 
fore facing North Dakota. 

When the Hornets stepped 
on the floor to play the Fighting 
Hawks six days ago, it had been 
one day short of a full year since 
the Hornets fell in five sets at the 
Betty Engelstad Sioux Center in 
North Dakota. 

The five-set match left the Hor- 
nets devastated. Sac State had 
dominated in set four before fall- 
ing behind 13-10 in the fifth. ‘The 
Hornets then scored three straight 


non-conference 


points to tie the game up before 


Hornets undefeated in Big Sky 


the Fighting Hawks closed out the 
game 15-13. 

“That fifth set (last season) 
was heartbreaking,’ Nocetti said. 
“This year, we were ready to play 
them for major revenge.” 

After sitting with that loss for 
nearly a year, all of the Hornets 
starters put up big numbers in 
this win over North Dakota. Se- 
nior outside hitter Shannon Boyle 
had 13 kills and 35 digs, junior 
middle blockers Lana Brown and 
Brie Gathright had 13 and 11 kills, 
respectively. Nocetti tacked on 21 
kills and 18 digs, while senior libe- 
ro Brigitte Murdock had 23 digs. 

“To be a part of such an im- 
portant win in conference like that 
is one of the best feelings I’ve had 
as a college athlete,” said senior 
setter Kennedy Kurtz after she re- 
corded 57 assists, 14 digs and sev- 
en kills in the win. 





Sac State now sits in the lead 
to host the Big Sky ‘Iournament 
after winning its first six games in 
conference play for the first time 
since 2007, but Kurtz said the 
team can’t afford to think about 
that right now with Southern Utah 
coming to Sacramento Thursday 
at 7 p.m. 

“Does being (6-0) mean that we 
can let up at all? Absolutely not,” 
Kurtz said. “I think that we just 
need to keep grinding. Being (un- 
defeated) is such a big accomplish- 
ment, but there is so much more 
of conference left. We just have to 
remember that. 

“You can be (unbeaten) and 
then lose the rest of your games, 
and then being (6-0) doesn’t mean 


3 


crap. 
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Junior runner pushing for Bi 





~ Quinones leads Sac 
State cross country 


‘5 


_ team from the 


Alex Daniels 
@DanielsAlex_ 


Last season, Sacramento State 


junior cross country runner Amy 


Quinones was one spot and one 
second away from an_all-con- 
ference finish in the Big Sky 
Conference. 

Quinones, 19, said this year 
she’s ready to break into the top- 
LO spot. 

“It’s about how much I will be 


able to push myself to see how , 


well I can do,” Quinones said, 
referring to the Big Sky Champi- 
onships Oct. 28 in Ogden, Utah. 
Quinones has become a star 
runner for the Sac State women’s 
team, placing first among team 
members in each race this year 
and in the top 20 overall at each 
event, but cross country wasn’t al- 
ways her passion. 
“It started my summer be- 
fore my freshman year of high 
“My 


next-door neighbor was the top 


school,” Quinones | said. 
runner at my high school, and 
she had seen me around and said, 
‘You should come out for cross 
country.’ ” 

However, Quinones declined 
since she was a sprinter who en- 


joyed playing basketball, softball 


and volleyball. 

“TI don’t run for a long time, 
that’s not my thing,” Quinones 
said. “(My neighbor) said that 
I should just try it, so I went to 
the practice, and she was literally 
pushing me on my back to keep 
running. I was dying so badly.” 

Cross country is also a sport 





ront 


that Quinones said has helped her 
grow as a pérson. 

“Tt is so much more than run- 
ning,” Quinones said. “It builds 
your confidence, mental strength, 
which helps me with my life out- 
side of the ‘sport. I like challeng- 
ing myself, working hard and see- 
ing what I can do next. The fact 
that | can grow so much as a per- 
son every day from learning from 
my team or my coach.” 

As her high school years went 
by, she was slowly molded into 
a superb runner with help from 
her high school coach and her 
This 


helped her discover her dream of 


hard-working mentality. 
competing at an NCAA division 
1 school, which lead her to Sac 
State. 

In Quinones’ three years at 
Sac State, she said she has 1m- 
proved her skills as a runner with 
the help from cross country coach 
David Monk. 

“He is the reason why I am 
having more confidence in my- 
self,” 


opened my eyes and told me that 


Quinones said. “He has 


I am flirting with being great and 
that I need to take hold of it and 
accept it. Obviously that comes 
with putting in a lot of work, but 
I can do it, and he always stress- 
es having a relentless pursuit for 
greatness.” 

Monk describes Quinones as 
a “gritty competitor” with “tons 
of heart,” but:he has the bar set 
higher for what she can do. 

“T believe she should fully be in 
contention to finish in all-confer- 
ence this season, but I think she is 
also a top-five girl in the confer- 


CROSS COUNTRY 
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Sacramento State junior cross country runner Amy Quinones has placed first among team members in each 
race this season and in the top 20 overall at each event. 


ence,’ Monk said. “I told her last 
year that she could be one of the 
first girls in a long time to go to 
NCAA Championships for cross 
country before she’s done here. 
That’s my vision for her and my 
belief in her.” 

Sac State senior cross country 
captain Gracie Albano said she 
is excited for what the rest of the 
season holds for Quinones. 

“T definitely expect her to keep 
going up and performing really 


well,” Albano said. “She’s blos- 
soming into a great competitor 
and a force to be reckoned with.” 

Quinones continued her uphill 


‘season by finishing | 1th out of of 
over 200 runners with a time of 


21:22 in the 6K run Sept. 30 at 


the Capital Cross Challenge. She 


said she hopes to continue this 
momentum and project it into 
all-conference honors and a po- 
tential professional career. 

“I look up to so many of the 


professional runners now and see- 
ing their life devoted to running 
is the dream,” Quinones said. 
“You're getting paid to run, that’s 
the end goal. If the opportunity 
arises to keep running and getting 
coached still, | would take it.” 

As for now, she thinks of ways 
to stay motivated. 

“Everyday, going to practice 
I say, “What does greatness look 
like, (and) I am going to chase 
mat 








CULTURE“ 


MLK 50.8 


HOW THE CAMPUS IS CELEBRATING 


Sharlene Phou 
@sharlenephou 








On October 16, 1967, Martin Luther King Jr. arrived at Sacramento State to 
speak about the future of the civil rights movement in front of a crowd of more 
than 7,000 people. Fifty years later, Sac State will celebrate the anniversary of his 
historic visit with a full day of events on Oct. 16 in the University Union. ‘There 
will be workshops, panels and two keynotes delivered by author and talk show 
host Tavis Smiley about civil rights. King’s life, and his impact on the civil rights 
movement, will also be highlighted and remembered through the arts in a gallery, 
a gospel concert and two film screenings. 


Gallery 


Guided tour — 4:15 p.m 
a Lobby Suite 





A gallery held in the Lobby Suite will feature archival items from King’s 
1967 visit and some historic pieces related to human rights. ‘The gallery will be 
open all day with a guided tour taking place at 4:15 p.m. An extension of the 
exhibit titled “Civil Rights Sacramento” is currently on display in the South 
Breezeway of the Library until March 2. Guests will have the opportunity to 
listen to clips of King’s speech and view footage related to his visit at Sac State. 


Photo by Sharlene Phou 


Film Screening 


‘The March’ — Il a.m. 
@ Hinde Auditorium 





A free screening of the 2013 documentary,“The March,” will take place 
at 11 a.m. in the Hinde Auditorium. The TV film debuted Aug. 23 on PBS 
to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the March on Washington for 
Jobs and Freedom where King gave his iconic “I Have a Dream” speech 
in 1963. “The March” explores the beginnings of the historic event and 
includes interviews with its organizers and participants. It also uncovers the 

- conflicts brought by opposing groups leading up to the event. 





Photo by United States Information Agency / Wikimedia Commons 
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Selma — 6 p.m. a 


Union Ballroom 


Guests who arrive early to 
the Ballroom at 6 p.m. for the 
evening keynote address by ‘Tavis 
Smiley will be treated to a spe- 
cial screening of “Selma” while 
they wait for the ticketed event 
to begin. “Selma” tells the story 
of the marches in Alabama, 
from Selma to Montgomery 
in 1965, to protest restricted 
voting rights. ‘he marches were 
organized by King and other 
non-violent activists, including 
James Bevel, Hosea Williams 
and John Lewis. 


Photo by Elvert Barnes / Flickr 





Gospel 
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)) Hairston & MLK Celebration 
Choir — 4:15 p.m. 
@ Vuion Ballroom 
J.J. Hairston, gospel singer and leader of 
the Youthful Praise choir, will perform a con- 


cert alongside the local MLK Celebration 
Choir in the Union Ballroom at 4:15 p.m. 


- Marcellene Watson-Derbigny, vice president 


of Student Retention and Academic Success 
and coordinator of the event, said that she 
thought King’s beliefs and values represent- 
ed gospel, as he was also a Baptist preacher. 
King’s connection to gospel was present at 
the March on Washington where gospel 
singer Mahalia Jackson performed before his 
“Tl Have a Dream” speech. 


Photo by Kemberly Groue / Keesler Air Force Base 





Grad school is more attainable than you 
think. 160 grad and law schools convene 
to answer your questions. 


GRADUATE AND LAW SCHOOL 
INFORMATION DAY 


A free UC Davis event open to Sac State students 


Wednesday, October 25, 2017 
Noon—4 PM | The UC Davis Quad 


Visit glsid.ucdavis.edu for more information. 


UCDAVIS 


STUDENT ACADEMIC 
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Sareum Srey Moch portrays Loung Ung in the new Netflix original film “First They Killed My Father.” 
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Courtesy of Netflix 


Netflix film sparks cultural conversation in Cambodian community 
Cambodian Student Association learns about its roots in ‘First They Killed My Father’ 


Ayah Abukhazneh 
@T heStateHornet 





A new Netflix film directed 
by Angelina Jolie reveals an un- 
spoken history of Cambodia, 
prompting many members of the 
Cambodian community to gath- 
er family and friends to watch it 
together. 

The film, “First They Killed 
My Father,” is based off of a 2000 
novel memoir by Loung Ung 
who recounts her time as a child 
living in Cambodia from 5 to 9 
years old. The story is set during 
the late 1970s, a time when the 
Khmer Rouge rose to power and 
gained control of the nation. 

Its leader, Pol Pot, wanted to 
turn Cambodia into an agrari- 
an society and forced people to 
abandon their urban lifestyles to 
become laborers in the country- 


side! “Nearly “two milton—people-— 


died of exhaustion, starvation 
and disease. Others, like govern- 
ment soldiers, intellectuals and 
minorities, were killed and buried 
at sites that came to be known as 
“the killing fields.” 

Ravin Pan, a math professor 
and faculty adviser for the Cam- 
bodian Student Association, held 
a viewing of the film at his house 
for current and former members 
of CSA. Pan planned the gather- 
ing almost a year before the film 
was released on Sept. 15. He said 
that he saw the film as an oppor- 
tunity for his students to get a bet- 
ter understanding of their Cam- 
bodian heritage. 

“The generation that went 
through (the Khmer Rouge take- 
over) and any generation that 
goes through war tends to keep 
it quiet and tries to protect their 
children from that trauma,” Pan 
said. “So, in some sense, (the film) 
allows us to took at 1t agam.” 


Although most of the students 
in CSA have some prior knowl- 
edge about the Khmer Rouge, 
there are others from Cambo- 
dia who never learned about 
this history in their Cambodian 
schools. Pan said that censorship 
of the Khmer Rouge was a re- 
sult of parents and elders wish- 
ing not to speak to their children 
about it due to the trauma they 
experienced. 

Peter Han, a senior psychology 
major, watched the film with Pan 
and his fellow CSA members. He 
said in an email that the impor- 
tance of seeing the film was to fa- 
miliarize himself with the events 
of the Khmer Rouge in ways that 
were not previously accessible to 
him. 

“The reason (for the viewing 
parties) is because not many get to 
hear how bad the Khmer Rouge 
really was and parents tend to not 


~talk about this subject due to trau- 


ma,” Han said in the email. “So, I 
believe it is up to the younger gen- 
eration’s curiosity to have a better 
understanding of what was going 
on in Cambodia during that time 
period.” 

In the film, Ung and her fam- 
ily are seen fleeing their home in 
the capital city of Phnom Penh 
after it was taken over by Khmer 
Rouge forces. They eventually 
end up in one of their camps and 
are forced to do farm labor. Her 
father, a former government of- 
ficial, is taken away months later 
to supposedly help build a bridge, 
and Ung is trained to become a 
child soldier. 

Sedah Tath, a math profes- 
sor and friend of Pan, grew up 
in Cambodia near the border of 
Thailand. When he was 8 years 
old, ‘Tath was forced by Khmer 
Rouge soldiers to plow fields and 
dig canals in exchange for food, 
much like Ung did in the film. 


“(The subject) brings me back 
to the bad times, and I told Ravin 
that I didn’t want to see (the mov- 
ie),” ‘Tath said. “I did the same 
manual labor but more rigorous. 
I built a canal three meters deep 
in order to get my ration for the 
day.” 

Although Tath was initially ad- 
amant on not seeing the film, he 
decided to watch it after Pan con- 
vinced him to come join him and 
his students at the viewing party. 
Pan said that he wanted to create 
an open space for survivors of the 
Khmer Rouge. 

“This movie allowed us to 
have a forum to speak about the 
event that occurred and pushes us 
to look at ourselves differently,” 
Pan said. “I hope that it allows 
Cambodians to come forward 
and share their experiences in or- 
der to heal.” 
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5 APPS THAT WILL REVOLUTIONIZE 
YOUR DAILY COLLEGE ROUTINE 


Dayla Cook 
@ TheStateHornet 

















Every student has a different strategy to secure parking on campus. Whether it’s 


| § by circling the same lot, following students-who are leaving to their cars or arriving as 
early as 6 a.m., we all know that campus parking can be an absolute nightmare. Get a 
® head start on the rush by using the Sac State app to locate areas with open spots. An 
interactive map shows you parking availability in every parking structure and desig- 


nated lots. 













Do you ever feel the need for a morning pick-me-up but dread standing in that 
long line at Starbucks? Feeling famished but don’t want to waste the little time you 
have before your next class starts just waiting for your food to be prepared? ‘The 
Tapingo app lets you order ahead of the crowd, so you can walk past everyone 
waiting in line to pick up your order. Dining options on campus that use ‘Tapingo 
include Starbucks, Java City, EcoGrounds, Grumpy Mule, Good Eats!, ‘logo’s, 
Baja Fresh and Epicure. 












Take your notes to the next level with Evernote. ‘The app allows you to 


scan and search for handwritten notes, record lectures and organize them 
® all into separate digital notebooks. It also lets you highlight passages and 
0. write notes on PDF files-and slideshow presentations. Create and manage 
e to-do lists and keep photos, files, events and contacts all in one place. When 


it comes to being organized, Evernote is a powerful tool to have in your 
inventory. 















Group projects can be daunting, and finding time to work together can be 
especially difficult. Luckily, there are apps available through Google that allow 


you to collaborate on a variety of platforms. Google Docs can be used to write 
group essays, Google Slides to create presentations and Google Sheets to make 
- activity logs. Group members can add their own parts and view one another’s 


progress. This way, everyone will be on same page, and there will be no surpris- 
es come presentation day. All three apps can also be accessed through Google 
Drive and organized into different folders. 













After a long day of sitting in stuffy classrooms, the best way to unwind is by 
moving your body. So grab a gym bag, fill your water bottle and head to The 


t & WELL for the free group fitness class you reserved a spot in by using the Mind- 
VOM, Body app. Browse the calendar of 46 available classes, which include pilates, 
* cycling, yoga and Zumba. Use the app to plan ahead and keep track of your up- 


coming fitness classes. Whether you want to relieve your stress through meditation 
or a high intensity workout, the MindBody app makes finding the right class easy. 
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‘Ghosted’ 


The new sci-fi comedy 
follows Leroy Wright (Craig 
Robinson) and Max Jennifer 
(Adam Scott), two men who 
are kidnapped and hired as 
paranormal investigators by 
The Bureau Underground. 
The organization claims 
to be a secret government 
agency tasked with investi- 
gating unexplained phenom- 
ena in the Los Angeles area. 
According to the Bureau, 
the paranormal activities are 
tied to an unknown entity 
that threatens the existence 
of all mankind. 

Wright is a mall cop who 
was fired from his previous 
job as a police officer after 
his partner died in the line of 
duty. Unlike his partner, who 


is a true believer, Wright is_ 


skeptical about the paranor- 
mal. Jennifer was also fired 
from his job. After spout- 
ing claims that his wife was 
abducted by aliens, he was 
relieved of his position as a 
professor at Stanford. 

Season one of “Ghosted” 
airs Sundays at 8:30 on Fox. 

Available online on: Fox | 
Hulu | iTunes 







Photo courtesy of FOX 





‘Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine’ 


Set in the fictional 99th 
Precinct of the New York 
Police Department, “Brook- 
lyn’ Nine-Nine” is a sitcom 
about an’ unconventional 
team of detectives led by 
Captain Raymond Holt 
(Andre Braugher). 

Detective Jake Peral- 
ta (Andy Samberg), often 
steals the spotlight with his 
child-like wit, humor and 
surprisingly effective crime 
solving skills. As seen in the 
season four finale, his un- 
conventional methods land 
him in prison after being 
framed for a robbery. 

The supporting cast 
of detectives includes the 
monotone, yet intimidating 
Rosa Diaz, the incredibly 
competitive Amy Santiago 
and Charles Boyle who isn’t 
a standout in terms of per- 
formance compared to his 
fellow detectives, but he puts 
in more effort than anyone 
else to prove his usefulness. 
The detectives work under 
Set. Terry Jeffords (Terry 
Crews), a family man who 
puts everything into his job 
and raising his daughters. 

Season five of “Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine” airs Tuesdays at 
9:30 on Fox. 

Available online on: Fox 
| Hulu | fTunes | Amazon 
Video 
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‘American Horror 


Story: Cult’ 


The . anthology horror 
series returns with a new 
theme revolving around the 


2016. presidential election. 


Although set in the mod- 
ern day, “Cult” has been 
revealed to have ties to its 
fifth season setting in 1952: 
“Freak Show.” 

“Cult” is speculated to 
be one of the most politi- 
cally-charged seasons of the 
series so far, as executive 
producer Ryan Murphy re- 
vealed he aims to have equal 
representation of both sides 
of the current political di- 
vide. Murphy also plans to 
emphasize the positions of 
people who he believes are 
neglected by the ‘Trump ad- 
ministration and are at risk 
of losing their lives as a re- 
sult. 

The roster: of rotating 
veteran cast members in- 
clude Evan Peters, Sarah 
Paulson and Emma Rob- 
erts. Lena Dunham, Billy 
Eichner and Colton Haynes 
are set to make their AHS 


- cast member debut. 


Season seven of “AHS: 
Cult” airs Tuesdays at 10 
on FX. 

Available online on: FX | 
iTunes | Amazon Video 
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‘Marvel's 
Inhuman’ 


This new sci-fi series is 
based on the stories and char- 
acters from the Marvel comic 
series of the same name. The 
show is set in the Marvel cin- 
ematic universe and follows 
the timeline of “The Aveng- 
ers” and other Marvel TV and 
Netflix series. 

“Inhumans” is centered 
around the King of Attilan, 
Black Bolt (Anson Mount). 
As leader of the royal family, 
Black Bolt displays destructive 
powers that increases the vi- 
brations from his voice. This 
uncontrollable power. comes. 
at the cost of not being able 
to speak normally. Other key — 
players of the royal family in- 
clude Black Bolt’s wife, Medu- 
sa (Serinda Swan), who has the 
ability to manipulate her own 
hair as a weapon and Kar- 
nak (Ken Leung), Black Bolt’s 
cousin and top aor and 
advisor. 

Attilan is a mysterious is- 
land that was once in the 
North Atlantic Ocean but has 
moved to multiple locations, 
including the Himalayas, An- 
des and even the Moon. Black 
Bolt’s brother, Maximus (Iwan 
Rheon) proclaims to be the 
rightful heir to Attilan and 
betrays his brother on multi- 
ple occasions in an attempt to 
steal the throne. 

Season one of “Inhumans” 
airs Fridays at 9 on ABC, 

Available online on: ABC | 
Hulu | iTunes | Amazon Video 
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EDITORIAL 


The State Hornet 
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President Donald Trump's cabinet is emblematic of his disregard for minorities and women in America and is representative of the issue at large: The idea that white men matter more. 





50 years later, it’s still a white man’s world 





MLK argued that integration comes with shared responsibility of power. We're nowhere near where we need to be. 


America is too far removed 
from its most shameful, racist and 
sexist days to still be almost uni- 
laterally run by, on average, white 
men. 

Almost 50 years ago, Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr came to Sac- 
ramento State and said that no 
country could be truly integrated 
without a “radical redistribution 
of political and economic power” 
taking place. 

In this regard, the United States 
is woefully failing. 

White men make up 31 per- 
cent of the country in population, 
so remember that number when 
comparing it to the following. 

Economically, Fortune report- 
ed this summer that, though only 
16 of the Fortune 500 companies 
reported their diversity statistics, 


white men held nearly 72 percent 
of all corporate leader positions in 
those companies. 93.6 percent of 
CEOs are white men. 

Only 3.2 percent of those com- 
panies reported data fully. Three 
out of four of the companies that 
did report belonged to the tech 
sector, prompting the question: 
how much more antiquated would 
the statistics be for less modern 
companies? 

Though it’s true the 115th 
Congress elected last year is the 
most diverse in history, it is a bla- 
tant misunderstanding to claim it 
accurately represents America’s 
diversity. 

Seventy four percent of Senate 
members are white, and 66 per- 
cent of House members are white 
men. The numbers are more 


skewed to white men when consid- 
ering religious belief and party as 
well; by far, the average member 
of Congress at the moment is also 
a Christian, white member of the 
GOP. 

And now, we get to the eye of 
the white man storm: President 
Donald ‘Trump. 

Compared to former Presi- 
dent Barack Obama’s, President 
Trump’s cabinet is white-man cen- 
tral. All of the the members of the 
traditional inner-cabinet positions 
are white men, and 18 of the total 
24 are white men. 

Ben Carson, who, under his 
own admission, isn’t experienced 
enough to hold a Cabinet posi- 
tion, now serves as the Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment. He’s also one of the six 


Cabinet members who isn't a 
white man, and the only black 
member overall. 

This, along with his policies 
and use of language, further con- 
firm President Trump is truly the 
first white president. 

In a story for The Atlantic, 
journalist Ta-Nehisi Coates makes 
the case that, though every other 
president. besides Obama_bene- 
fitted from the passive advantage 
of being a white man, President 
Trump was the first to have the 
opportunity to appeal to Ameri- 
cans specifically because he wasn’t 
black (like Obama) or a woman 
(like his main opponent, Hillary 
Clinton). 

Xenophobia, outright racism, 
sexism; all were represented in the 


Trump campaign, and all helped. 


He won the outright votes of men 
overall, white voters overall and 
white men specifically. 

All because he could point at 
two Democratic Party figures in 
Obama and Clinton that repre- 
sented a change in America’s tra- 
ditional power structure, all while 
claiming to be’ the real symbol 
for change because he wasn’t a 
politician. 

It is sad and tiring to continue 
to fight about civil rights in this 
country, as it should be in every 
country. But it is still a problem, 
even at the base level of represen- 
tation. America needs true rep- 
resentation, or as close as it can 
ever get, before real progress can 
be made that might make MLK 
proud. 
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Athletes taking knees are exercising 
their First Amendment rights 


Alex Daniels 
@DanielsAlex._ 


‘Taking a knee during the na- 
tional anthem became popular 
when former San Francisco 49ers 
quarterback Colin Kaepernick 
did it before a preseason game in 
2016. Over the past year, more 
NFL players, and other profes- 
sional athletes, have chosen to ex- 
press their views in the same way. 

Kaepernick explained _ that 
he would not stand up and show 
pride in a country that oppresses 
minorities. ‘This has lead to de- 
bates over whether it is right to 
kneel during the anthem, or if it 
is disrespectful to the American 
flag and those who fought for our 
country. 

This debate continues as more 
NFL players are protesting during 
the anthem after President Don- 
ald ‘Trump’s comments about the 
protests and Kaepernick. In re- 
gards to these athletes, President 
‘Trump said that the “son of a 
bitch” should be “fired”. 

President ‘[rump’s comments 
attacking these players were im- 
mature and unnecessary. These 


players and all Americans 


for that matter — have a First 
Amendment right to exercise 
their freedom of speech. 

During the inception of our 
country, its forefathers wrote the 
Bill of Rights — the first ten 
amendments to the U.S. Con- 
stitution. The First Amendment 
provides Americans with the free- 
dom of press, religion, assembly, 
petition and speech. 

The players in the NFL are 
also entitled to these rights. 

Protesting against the anthem 
is not a way to disrespect the flag 
or the people who have fought 
for its ideals. Players — including 
Kaepernick — have talked about 
their admiration of those who 
fight for this country, and their 
protest is not targeting them or 
what they have done to protect 
our country and our rights. 

People have paid too much 
attention to the players actually 
kneeling instead of the reason 
they are doing it: to raise aware- 
ness of the oppression minorities 
face in this country. 

The oppression of minorities 
has always been a problem in the 
US. The civil rights movement of 
the 1960s helped to improve the 
social standing of minorities, but 
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Standing up for athletes taking knees - 





Photo by Keith Allison / CC BY 


The Washington Redskins players kneel during the national anthem before a game against the Oakland 


Raiders. 


the fight for true equality is ongo- 
ing. Innocent African-Americans 
still get shot by police with no 
logical explanation, while these 
officers typically face little to no 
consequences. 

Instead of focusing on the pro- 


test itself; we as Americans must 
come together if we hope to make 
any progress. Tensions over race 
relations can’t be resolved unless 
we stand together. Bashing players 
for their form of protest and de- 
bating it doesn’t get us anywhere. 


x 
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Maybe it is those who oppose 
these players and their right to 
protest during the anthem who 
are the true “anti-Americans”, 
not the ones peacefully exercis- 
ing their right to speak against 
injustice. 


Now that you’ve heard our opinion, let us know what you think! Send letters 
to the editor to editor@statehornet.com or submit them in-person at Del Norte 
Hall, room 1006. Letters must be signed and may be edited for length and 
clarity. Use the hashtag #SacStateSays to weigh in on social media! 
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